Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the
Suffield Water Pollution Control Authority
Suffield Water Pollution Treatment Facility

844 East St. South, Suffield, CT 06078
January 12, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Bruce Remington, Ann Huntington Mickelson, Wallace
Rodger, Kris Barthelmess, Roger Ives, Janet Davis, John P Murphy

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Operator Shane McCannon, Business Administrator Julie Nigro,
Assistant Business Administrator Kira Kilosky, Charlie Rinaldi, Lee Corbert, Tim Coon, Joey
Jeremiah, Annie MacDonald, Mike Burns

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Bruce Remington called the Regular Monthly Meeting for January
12, 2016 to order at 7:30 p.m., and requested that Julie Nigro read the Roll Call. Ms. Nigro
noted the presence of Chairman Bruce Remington, Commissioners Ann Huntington Mickelson,
Wallace Rodger, Kris Barthelmess, Roger lves, Janet Davis, and John P Murphy. Also present,
Chief Operator Shane McCannon, Assistant Business Administrator Kira Kilosky, and herself,
Business Administrator Julie Nigro. Also present, Charlie Rinaldi of Hickory Street Partners, Lee
Corbert of CS Landscape, Tim Coon and Joey Jeremiah representing 4 Seasons Farm, Annie .
MacDonald union representative, and Mike Burns of Woodard and Curran.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Ann Huntington Mickelson made a motion to approve the Regular
Meeting Minutes of December 8, 2015. Wallace Rodger seconded the motion; it passed
unanimously.

CITIZEN INPUT: None ‘

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: Ann Huntington Mickelson made a motion to add an Executive
Session to the agenda to discuss Personnel salary. Wallace Rodger seconded the motion; it
passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Wallace Rodger moved to disperse from the Administration Fund for
Accounts Payable $78,771.54. Ann Huntington Mickelson seconded the motion. Mr. Rodger
went over the expenses over $1,000. It passed unanimously. Wallace Rodger moved to
disperse from the RCM fund $9,072.19. Ann Huntington Mickelson seconded the motion. Mr.
Rodger went over the expenses over $1,000. It passed unanimously. Wallace Rodger moved to
disperse from the Administration Fund $59,441.24, for December payroll. Ann Huntington
Mickelson seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Personnel Committee; Ann Huntington Mickelson stated there was
nothing to report.

Planning Committee: Shane McCannon stated there is nothing new to report.

CHIEF OPERATOR’S REPORT: Chief Operator Shane McCannon reported as follows:

Plant flow for December averaged 1.12 mgd. Of that flow, 0.270 mgd was from the Prison and
0.045 mgd was from HOOD.

-BOD & TSS removal were both 99%.

Nitrogen — The plant averaged 28 Ibs. /day for December and the limit is 45 Ibs. /day. The total
nitrogen concentration (TN) was 2.9 mg/L.

MISC.: Shane McCannon stated that our S-2 pickup truck has over 150,000 miles on it and it is
in bad shape, it is rusting out. Mr. McCannon felt that the truck was unsafe so he decided to
take it off the road. There is going to be some extra money in the budget this year, so he would
like to price out a basic truck because we do need a pickup truck. Shane McCannon estimated it
would likely cost between $30,000 and $35,000 for a new F-150 pickup truck, but he will get
quotes for the next meeting.

Shane McCannon stated that when someone wants to connect to the sewer and they want to
put an addition on their house with a bathroom and we charge them an assessment. Mr.
McCannon feels we don’t have a good method for determining what the assessment amount




should be because our policy doesn't clearly describe how to handle that situation. He also
stated, on a single parcel, there should not be a second connection to the main unless it is a
special circumstance. If someone builds a garage with a bathroom there shouldn’t be an
assessment because the total amount of occupants in the house is not increased. Assessment
should be based on number of bedrooms or seats in a restaurant added. We will be looking at
this when we revise our policies.

*PLEASE SEE ATTACHED CHIEF OPERATOR’S REPORT*
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Julie Nigro went over the November financials. Ms.
Nigro provided two variance reports. One showing all actual expenses through the end of
November versus the budget, this variance report shows we are 59% unexpended versus 58%
expected at this time. The other variance report shows accrued expenses taking into
consideration all the front loaded expenses, this variance report shows we are 65% unexpended
versus 58% expected at this time. Regarding the delinquent accounts, Kira Kilosky stated that
we received a little over $6,000, or 11.88%.
CORRESPONDENCE:
OLD BUSINESS: a. Low Pressure Sewer System/Sewer Connection Policy — New Hickory
Street Planning Application — Charlie Rinaldi — Status Update, Review Developer’'s Agreement —
Charlie Rinaldi stated that the Commission is to accept or deny the Developer’s Agreement. Kris
Barthelmess stated he was expecting more of a general document to be used for anyone using
a low pressure sewer system. Mr. Barthelmess wondered, especially in regards to fees and
payments, are these numbers standard for all agreements or are they based on a calculation: if
so should there be more calculations in there. Shane McCannon stated that there are a couple
references to fees; one is in regards to the bond amount, which is project specific; that value is
determined between our engineers and also the contractor who’s going to build the project and
submitting numbers for our review for the cost to build the project. That number is the bond
amount, so if there’s any kind of default on the project we can build it. Second, is something that
is in accordance with our policy, which is the assessment amount. The assessment amount is
consistent with the most recently approved assessment policy. The third is the amount that is
deposited into the account for escrow for inspections and other WPCA expenses, that is project
specific as well. That is an estimate based on other similar projects, which includes expenses
that are already incurred and future costs expected to be incurred. Also, Wallace Rodger
mentioned Section 18; he felt that there should be a better understanding of who is responsible
for what. Mr. Rodger stated that Section 18, Item B, 1-5 and 7, they are the homeowners
responsibility and the other items are the developers; that should be made clear. Mr. Rodger
would like to find a way to make sure any homeowner is informed of what they are responsible
for. The developer should provide that information for the homeowner. Janet Davis agreed with
Wallace Rodger and felt there should be “training” provided to the homeowner. Shane
McCannon stated that everyone noticed Section 18, and that is because it is new. Mr.
McCannon explained that the language is so specific because our policy doesn’t currently cover
all aspects/requirements for low pressure sewer systems. Most or all of those items in Section
18 will be adopted for our policy. Wanted to make sure this language was included in the
Developer's Agreement so the developer was aware of all the things that need to be done. We
are also going to make sure these items are in the deed for the home to make sure that it is
transferred. Charlie Rinaldi wrote an affidavit that will be scanned onto the as-builts, but we're
also to attach it to the deed. It will state it in the deed and reference the document that has all
the requirements in there. Janet Davis mentioned a typo on page 6. Regarding page 7 part “e”
Ms. Davis felt that Town should be changed to WPCA. That was agreed upon. Janet Davis
mentioned on page 8, Section 9, part “a”, felt that the inspector should report back to the
WPCA'’s Superintendent/Chief Operator to authorize connections. That was also agreed upon.
Ms. Davis noted that on page 8 under Maintenance Period, she felt that there should be talk of
maintenance of the construction area. The contractor shall maintain, daily/weekly, clean ups of




the construction area. Shane McCannon explained that these items are addressed before
construction begins, but it is a good idea to put it in the Developer’'s Agreement. Janet Davis
mentioned page 13, sub 18 xviii regarding the “box”, does that pertain to the homeowner, if so
that should be clearly stated. Kris Barthelmess suggested adding to the last sentence “and
maintained by the homeowner.” It was agreed upon. Charlie Rinaldi stated that his concern with
the agreement is under the sewer benefit assessment. Mr. Rinaldi explained that there is an
amount specified, which is fine, but he is worried about the open endedness of it. Mr. Rinaldi
stated that if the assessment changes, he could end up having to pay extra. Right now the
assessment is $8,000, what if six months from now the WPCA raises the assessment to
$10,000; Mr. Rinaldi doesn’t see it as fair. Mr. Rinaldi feels that whatever the cost of the benefit
assessment rate is when he signs the Developer's Agreement, it should remain at that rate.
Janet Davis stated that what if a parcel isn’t sold or developed for ten years, the value is going
to change, so the assessment is going to be different. Wallace Rodger stated that he
understands Mr. Rinaldi’s point, but agrees with Ms. Davis, if nothing is built for ten years, the
assessment can be very different. Shane McCannon stated that looking at what the assessment
amounts are around the region and where they go when they go change; it is not an extremely
large amount. Mr. McCannon stated that regarding the Developer's Agreement, there are some
changes to be made. Bruce Remington stated he would like it to be finalized. Ann Huntington
Mickelson made a motion to approve the Developer’'s Agreement for Charlie Rinaldi with the
changes that Janet Davis suggested, leaving Section 18 intact. Kris Barthelmess seconded the
motion; it passed unanimously.

b. Superintendent Position — There was discussion amongst the Commission members
regarding how the Superintendent job description should be written. Kris Barthelmess made a
motion to approve the Superintendent job description with changes that were discussed. Ann
Huntington Mickelson seconded the motion; it passed unanimously. Kris Barthelmess stated
that is has already been approved to advertise this position internally.

c. Disposal of Facility Assets — Julie Nigro read an email from the auditor regarding facility
assets. The email stated “this is a decision you guys have to make. If you are still using an
asset, then you should keep it on the books. If you are no longer using the asset, that is when
you can write it off. When there is an abrupt decrease in fair value of the asset due to
obsolescence, then it should be impaired.”

NEW BUSINESS: a. Application Requests — New — None

b. C S Landscape — 2 Bennett Road — Lee Corbert — Lee Corbert stated that he is looking to
develop the lot on Bennett Road and would like to discuss the Benefit Assessment. He felt the
Commission needs to address the costs of the Benefit Assessment. Bruce Remington stated
that our policy is $1.95/sq. ft. for a commercial property. Mr. Corbert felt the Benefit Assessment
is charged for the sewer infrastructure debt incurred, not for the value added to the property.
Lee Corbert stated he is looking to put in a 3564 sq. ft. building; at a rate of $1.95/sq. ft. the
Benefit Assessment would be $7,000. Mr. Corbert stated that other towns around Suffield have
a flat rate fee and he does not understand why Suffield doesn’t have a policy like that. Bruce
Remington asked Mr. Corbert what he is suggesting. Mr. Corbert was suggesting a decrease to
a more reasonable rate. As well as, the Commission should look at the rates to make it more
reasonable for businesses looking to build in Suffield. Shane McCannon stated that he wanted
to clarify that we can’t adjust our rates to attract business; we have to adjust our rates to run this
utility. Mr. Corbert stated that he does not understand how surrounding towns can be so much
cheaper. Kris Barthelmess explained that these towns establish their rates based on how their
facility performs and how many people are on their system; these other towns most likely have
more properties on their system. We look at our rates based on the clients we have and the cost
of maintaining and servicing these clients. Ann Huntington Mickelson stated that there has been
discussion with our consultants regarding reviewing and assessing our fees; it something that is
going to be looked at. Julie Nigro read an email from Patrick MacMahon regarding lowering the




assessment rate. Kris Barthelmess suggested the Town reducing the cost of the property by
$8,000 to cover the assessment. It is not costing the Town anything to sell the property, but it
costs the WPCA to run the sewer. Wallace Rodger stated that right now we need to stick with
what we have. We will be looking at the fees in the future to determine if they should be
adjusted or not. Kris Barthelmess made a motion to keep the Benefit Assessment in accordance
with our policy at $1.95/sq. ft. for CS Landscape at 2 Bennett Road. Wallace Rodger seconded
the motion; the motion was approved with a 5-1 vote with Ann Huntington Mickelson apposed.
c. Capacity Letter — 4 Seasons Farm Greenhouse — Poole Road — J. R. Russo & Assoc. — Tim
Coon stated that he is a professional engineer with J.R. Russo representing 4 Seasons Farm
Greenhouse, joined by Joey Jeremiah who is one of the principals for 4 Seasons Farm
Greenhouse. Mr. Coon stated that the site is located at 268 Poole Road. There are two parcels,
only speaking of the front parcel, since that is the only parcel in the sewer service area. Tim

~ Coon stated they are proposing a state of the art greenhouse for growing tomatoes
hydroponically. The initial plan calls for an 11.4 acre greenhouse facility, with 40 employees.
The majority of the area will be used for the tomatoes; there will be a few offices, an irrigation
room, a boiler room, and a packing area. It is a recycled system, where it uses its own water.
The flow rate with be approximately 1,000 gallons/day. Mr. Coon stated they are looking for a
Capacity Letter. Mike Burns stated that the plan was reviewed and there is capacity available.
Bruce Remington asked if the greenhouse would affect the sewer. Mr. Coon stated that it would
not unless a bathroom is installed in the greenhouse. Kris Barthelmess made a motion to
approve a Capacity Letter for 4 Seasons Farm Greenhouse on Poole Road. Ann Huntington
Mickelson seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Ann Huntington Mickelson made a motion to enter Executive Session
to discuss Personnel salary at 9:28 p.m. Wallace Rodger seconded the motion; it passed
unanimously. Only Commission members remained for the Executive Session. Ann Huntington
Mickelson made a motion to exit Executive Session and re-enter Regular Meeting at 9:35 p.m.
Wallace Rodger seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Ann Huntington Mickelson made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of
January 12, 2016 at 10:02 p.m. Kris Barthelmess seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ao | lodd

Kira Kilosky, Assistant Business’ Administrator
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