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Board of Education Meeting  

May 2, 2016 

 

Call to Order 

Board Chair Gee called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Suffield Middle School Media 

Center.  Present:  Board members Lori D’Ostuni, Natalie Semyanko, Jeanne Gee, Kendra Wiesel, 

Susi Keane, George Beiter, Matt Service, Superintendent Karen Berasi, Assistant Superintendent 

Brian Hendrickson, and Business Manager Bill Hoff 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Recognition 

Superintendent Berasi introduced this year’s Suffield High School Valedictorian and Salutatorian, 

Lukas Baker and Michelle Pine, respectively.  Ms. Berasi congratulated them on their academic 

achievements as well as their contributions to the school and community.  Board Chair Gee said of 

Lukas that not only has he achieved great academic success, but he is a great role model to his 

fellow students in a genuine and unassuming way.  Jeanine Rose, 6-12 ELA Curriculum Leader, 

said she had Michelle on her debate team and that Ms. Rose learned a lot from Michelle.  She also 

had Michelle in her AP English class and is an exemplary student.  

The Board of Education invited Kevin Vitale’s family to the Board meeting to honor and remember 

Kevin who passed away in 2014.  Erin Larkum, SHS teacher, said Kevin was kind and 

compassionate and cared for his fellow students.  Kevin was very funny and a joy to be around.  She 

said his death was a tremendous loss and she thanked his parents for sharing him with the Suffield 

High School community.  Mike Barile, SHS teacher, said he was honored to speak tonight about 

Kevin.  He and Kevin shared a connection with their love of wrestling.  Mr. Barile said Kevin made 

everyone laugh and smile; he was a great kid and it was an honor to have him as a student.  He is 

deeply missed.  Mr. Vitale thanked the Board and the high school administration for honoring 

Kevin both at the Board meeting and at the upcoming graduation.   

The Board took a brief recess at 6:41pm.  The regular meeting resumed at 6:53pm. 

Public Comment 

None 

Approval of Minutes  

Wiesel moved, Semyanko seconded to approve the April 5, 2016 minutes.  Keane, Wiesel, Gee, 

Semyanko and D’Ostuni voted in favor; Beiter and Service abstained.  The motion carried 5-0-2. 

Consent Agenda 

Revisions to Policy & Regulation #6145.51 – National Honor Society 

MOTION #16-30:  D’Ostuni moved, Beiter seconded to approve the consent agenda.  All members 

voted in favor.  The motion carried 7-0. 

Discussion Items 

 SHS Field Trip Request – London, England/Paris, France – June 19-29, 2017 

Noreen Harnett, SHS teacher, said this trip combines social studies and world language.  The 

trip will start in London and then travel to Normandy, Loire Valley, and finish in Paris and 

Versailles.  The trip is open to all students with preference to juniors and seniors.  Board 

member D’Ostuni asked if students will be chaperoned at all times.  Ms. Harnett answered in 

the affirmative. 
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 SHS Field Trip Request – Argentina – April 6-15, 2017 

Charley Faria, SHS teacher, thanked the Board for supporting these types of field trips which 

give students an opportunity to explore the world.  Mr. Faria reviewed the itinerary and noted 

the many educational and cultural activities the students would experience.  The trip is open to 

juniors and seniors enrolled in a Spanish course as well as seniors who were unable to fit a 

Spanish course into their schedule.  Board member D’Ostuni asked if students will be 

chaperoned at all times.  Mr. Faria answered in the affirmative. 

MOTION #16-31:  D’Ostuni moved, Semyanko seconded to approve the SHS field trip request 

per board policy to London, England/Paris, France on June 19-29, 2017 and the SHS field trip 

request to Argentina on April 6-15, 2017.  All members voted in favor.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 March 2016 Financial Report 

Mr. Hoff noted the projected year end surplus is $155,085.  He discussed the state and federal 

grants report, highlighting the DDS In-home Behavioral Grant.  Board members asked for more 

information on this grant at a future meeting.  Food service had a loss for March, due in large 

part to three payroll periods in the month, but an improvement of $27,955 compared to last year 

at this time.  Administration will be reviewing open purchase orders and prepare a list of 

potential year-end expenditures.  Board member Beiter asked that the list be presented at the 

next board meeting.  Mr. Hoff noted the list of budget transfers that the board would need to 

approve tonight.  In response to a question relative to participation rates in food service, 

Mr. Hoff said Aramark has a plan to increase participation rate through better marketing to 

parents, and look at how to speed the lines up.   

MOTION #16-32:  Service moved, Wiesel seconded to approve the budget transfers as 

presented.  All members voted in favor.  The motion carried 7-0. 

Action Items 

 Approval of SHS Math Resources:  Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, & Pre-Calculus 

Esther Boakye-Dattey, 6-12 Math Curriculum Coordinator and Chris Cosma, SHS Math 

Department Chair, explained the need for the new math textbooks and digital subscriptions.  

The team, which included teachers, reviewed several vendors and decided on Pearson textbooks 

at a cost of approximately $60,000.  Board member Beiter expressed concern that $60,000 is a 

lot of money for one subject, and questioned if there would be similar requests with other 

subjects.  He was concerned with the perception of spending the year-end surplus on textbooks 

that were not included in the budget.  The Superintendent said there is great need in the district 

to update many resources in many subjects.  Superintendent Berasi said math is a priority across 

the district.  The entire process of replacing textbooks in the district will occur over the next five 

years.  Board members discussed free online resources tailored to the curriculum.  

Mr. Hendrickson noted that math is a core subject that lends itself to textbooks and textbooks 

are changing to include the active learning resources from the board discussion.  Mr. Hoff 

clarified that some of the funds were in this year’s textbook budget and another portion was 

coming out of the surplus.  Board Chair Gee summed up the board’s discussion as 1) asking 

how the district is spending its money, and 2) taking the long view on where resources need to 

be.  Superintendent Berasi commended all those involved in this important and productive 

work: Mr. Hendrickson, teachers, department heads, curriculum leaders, and board members.   

MOTION #16-33:  Semyanko moved, Keane seconded to approve the SHS math resources:  

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, & Pre-Calculus.  All members voted in favor.  The motion 

carried 7-0. 
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 Approval of Food Service Vendor 

Mr. Hoff said the State required districts to issue an RFP this year for food service vendors.  

Mr. Hoff, Board Chair Gee, and Kathy Carney reviewed and rated the two proposals 

independently and all three chose Aramark over Café Services.  Mr. Hoff reviewed the two 

proposals and stated Aramark was chosen because their proposal is based on actual data, they 

offer a guarantee, and their good track record in the year they have been in the district.  

Mr. Hoff said Sharon Strzegowski, the food service director, has made great improvements and 

has a great rapport with staff, students and parents.  Mr. Moccio added that Ms. Strzegowski is 

very responsive to students’ suggestions to improve the food service at the high school, and she 

is meeting with high school students this week to get their feedback.  Mr. Hoff responded   to a 

board member’s questions that the contract is for one year but can be extended for four 

additional years.   

MOTION #16-34:  Beiter moved that the Board of Education approve Aramark as the Food 

Service Management Company for Suffield and authorize the Superintendent to sign a contract 

with Aramark.  D’Ostuni seconded the motion and all members voted in favor.  The motion 

carried 7-0. 

Board member Beiter left the meeting at 7:51pm 

 Approval of Revised 2016-2017 Adopted Board of Education Budget 

Superintendent Berasi said the revised budget represents a 1.56% budget increase and was 

approved by the Board of Finance.  She noted the Board of Finance has been very supportive 

and thorough through the entire budget process and she was very appreciative of their support. 

MOTION #16-35:  Semyanko moved, D’Ostuni seconded to approve the revised 2016-2017 

Adopted Board of Education Budget.  All members voted in favor.  The motion carried 6-0. 

Reports to the Board 

Superintendent’s Report  

 Ms. Berasi said the district will be holding a field hockey camp this summer.  Two teachers 

will be running the program. 

 SBAC testing began today and it went very smoothly. 

Chair’s Report  

 Board Chair Gee thanked everyone for their work on the budget and reminded Board 

members and the public the Town meeting is May 11
th

 at 7:00pm at Suffield Middle School 

 The State has extended the Security Grant deadline originally set for June 30, 2016.  The 

First Selectman and the Superintendent are looking at other security measures that could be 

accomplished now that the deadline has been extended. 

 Representatives from Eversource met with administration and stated that the district reduced 

electricity usage by half of what was projected.  The Superintendent advised Eversource not 

to bring this presentation to the full Board, but suggested they meet with a few Board 

members to discuss.   

Business Manager’s Report 

 Mr. Hoff said the school vestibule project is progressing.  The doors and locks are scheduled 

to be installed the week of May 16
th

.   
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Subcommittee Reports 

 April 11 & May 5 HR/Personnel (Negotiations) Subcommittee Meeting –Board member 

Service said the committee has had two productive sessions.  Both sides have presented 

proposals and good dialog has occurred.   

 April 27, 2016 Teaching & Learning Subcommittee meeting – Board member Semyanko 

said the committee discussed the math textbooks that were approved tonight.  Also, the 

committee debriefed the last curriculum cabinet workshop where there was a student panel 

and teachers providing feedback.  The next curriculum cabinet with student and teacher 

panels is June 7
th

. 

 Communications – Superintendent Berasi said she was sent an article highlighting the 

Agriscience program that was featured in Go Local magazine.  Ms. Berasi received an email 

from Mr. Goff who said Mr. Plano gave him a tour of the high school and he was thankful 

for all the work being done.  Mr. Berasi also received an email from a community member 

relative to an article in the Journal Inquirer regarding an employee.  Lastly, Ms. Berasi 

received an email from an employee from a drug rehabilitation facility who is working with 

the high school had many accolades for the high school administrators on their dedication 

and collaboration.  Superintendent Berasi stated Mr. Canny, Ms. Olearczyk and Mr. Moccio 

work very hard on these student cases. 

Future Business 

Information on the ESY and summer program 

Adjournment  

Service moved, D’Ostuni seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m. 

Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting on May 16, 2016. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lori D’Ostuni 

Secretary  
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