
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 
SPECIAL MEETING 

SUFFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
JANUARY 31, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. Present were Kathie Harrington, Kate Rietberg and 
Michael Stevens. Also in attendance were Fire Department members Chief Charles Flynn, 
Lieutenant Kevin Seger, and Captain Michael Thibedeau (Fire Marshal); and Fire Commission 
members Jerry Mahoney, Eddie O’Hurley, Jay Caron and Richard Trowbridge; and Bruce Rietberg. 
 
A bus tour to the firehouses was conducted, and presentations of the facilities and equipment were 
made. The tour went from Station 1 on Mountain Road (Main Firehouse), to Station 4 on 
Thompsonville Road, to Station 2 on Ratley Road, and finally to Station 3 on Copper Hill Road. 
 
Presentation was made for the purchase of a Fit Testing machine to maintain OSHA respiratory 
compliance ($13,000). The previous machine that was purchased in 2007 with a State grant has 
malfunctioned and is no longer serviceable. The purchase would include a 5-year warranty for 
annual calibration and servicing. Additionally, presentation was made for a space needs study for 
potential renovations to the various firehouses ($35,000). Compliance with the ADA and issues 
accommodating current staff working overnight shifts were noted. 
 
In terms of fire department vehicles, the purchase of a replacement rescue truck ($750,000) and a 
refurbished tanker truck ($500,000) were requested. The rescue truck to be replaced is a 1988 
rescue truck (28 years old), which has rusting on the motor. It was noted that the manufacturer is 
no longer making replacement parts for this model. The tanker truck to be refurbished is a 1989 
tanker truck (17 years old) that reportedly is in “good shape,” but has limited ability to access 
certain back road areas. 
 
Finally, discussion was had concerning the potential replacement of the 1991 aerial truck in 
2018/2019 ($1,250,000).This tower truck is 25 years old and has had issues with the hydraulic lines, 
belts and the collector ring. The manufacturer is no longer producing parts for this model, and this 
impacts whether repairs can be made and the length of downtime when repairs can be made. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathie Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


