
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Finance 

Town Hall-November 14, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Justin Donnelly, Eric Harrington, Chris Childs, Ryan Anderson and Dr. Ann 

Huntington.   Members Absent:  Brian Kost.  Alternates Present:  J. Michael Stevens and Tracy Eccles.  

Alternates Absent:  John Sullivan 

 

Also Present: Treasurer Christine Davidson and Director of Finance Deborah Cerrato 

 

Mr. Donnelly called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 

Citizen Comment:   

The Chairman remarked on the passing of Samuel Fuller, a past member of the Board of Finance (BoF).  

The Chairman noted that Mr. Fuller was a fine man as well as an outstanding citizen and that his passing 

marks a loss to the Town of Suffield.  Ed O’Hurley and Richard Ferrachi asked that they hold their 

comments until the board gets to the discussion about fire trucks. The Chairman approved that request. 

Tom Frenaye asked about a concern in regards to the last part of the minutes from last meeting.  The 

concern was that there was a discussion in regards to potential litigation in executive session and that there 

was action on it following the executive session but the motion did not specify in more detail what the 

litigation or settlement was in regards to.   

 

Mr. Harrington made a motion for Mr. Stevens to be accorded the voting rights for the absent member Mr. 

Kost.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Huntington and passed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence:  The Chairman noted that an email correspondence had been received from Kevin Goff on 

Monday October 31, 2016 and published to the board.   

 

Minutes of Regular Meeting September 12, 2016 as revised (attached) and Regular Meeting October 11, 

2016. 

 

Amendments to September 12, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes: 

Mr. Childs asked that on Page 2 regarding Suffield Academy it should be clarified that “FY 2016 permit 

applications were down but will be back up for FY 2017.” 

First Selectman Mack requested that on Page 3 the sentence, “The town negotiated the price down to 11 

cents from 12 cents”.  Should read, “The town negotiated the floor price down to 11 cents from 12 cents”. 

Also on Page 3, “They are currently negotiating the library union contract.”  Not as previously stated that 

they will be next year. 

Also on Page 3, please remove last sentence, “First Selectman Mack wants to be able to ask the taxpayers 

for adequate amount.” 

 

Mr. Harrington made a motion to accept the Minutes of Regular Meeting September 12, 2016 as revised. 

Mrs. Huntington seconded the motion.  Motion passed with 5 votes.  Mr. Anderson abstained. 

 

Amendments to October 11, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes: 

Mr. Childs requested a recording review of Page 6, last paragraph of First Selectman’s Update in regards to 

the police union.  The sentence, “For the police union they had 2 unions fighting over the police union.” 

should read, “For the police union, there were two unions fighting over our police union so we could not 

have started negotiations sooner.” 

Also on Page 10, please remove the sentence, “Mr. Childs said the town needs to approve.” 

 

Mr. Anderson requested that he be added to the Members Present. 

Also on Page 2 at the end of the first paragraph be added, “The board discussed viability of making the 

grant application and that by the time we get a response we would have more data to complete a more 

robust Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA).  The board can then assess that CBA and decide whether to accept the 

grant and propose advanced town funds it should be awarded.” 



Also on Page 4 the sentence, “Windsor Locks wants Granby and Suffield to pay the majority of the Animal 

Control costs for Windsor Locks”.  Should read, “Terms of an agreement with Windsor Locks could not be 

agreed to, so we will proceed with just East Granby.” 

Also on Page 5 in the First Selectman’s Update, please remove the portion of the sentence, “can tell how 

many years we need each item.” Should read, “timeline for required capital based on useful life and asset 

planning.” 

Also on Page 6 add that First Selectman Mack was in attendance at Executive Session. 

Also on Page 6 the sentence, “Dr. Huntington made a motion to approve the settlement as discussed in 

Executive Session.”  Should read, “Dr. Huntington made a motion to approve the settlement with Board 

Secretary Bobbie Kling which would reinstate her pay rate to what it was prior to the changes made by 

First Selectman Mack to Board Secretary pay rates and approved by Board of Selectmen (BOS) and BOF.” 

 

 

Suffield Volunteer Ambulance Association-Status 

Dr. Andrew Wakefield, President, was present to give update.  Deputy Chief Don Miner was also present. 

He reviewed the past year’s status and performance of the Association.  Last year was a good year but 

operating margin was down, they are still in the black.  This year they brought on a new ambulance and the 

fleet has been updated to provide proper safety for patients and staff.  The State of Connecticut is changing 

the training hour requirements to 400 hours for Advanced EMT designation.   The state would like it rolled 

out in June of 2018.  They are trying to devise strategies to deal with the effect of that change without 

decreasing service to the town.  Dr. Wakefield explained that they may need to raise their current fees.   

Mr. Donnelly asked that if they need the town to speak to the state to discuss the impact on Suffield 

taxpayers.  If towns need to make the change as well then there would be a lot of affect statewide.  The 

medical control will need to be assumed by the hospitals.  Advanced status covers more medical control 

than basic EMT procedures.  The past year there was an increase of 10% in all calls with substantially all of 

them covered by the association.  The Board would like another visit from Dr. Wakefield and Deputy Chief 

Miner once the decision has been made if there are implications on a financial basis.  They have been in 

touch with the state representatives for Suffield. 

 

Discussion of Town Owned Property: 

Bill Hawkins, Town Planner, was present to give an update.  At the September meeting the request was 

made of Mr. Hawkins to inventory the Town Owned Property when he was here requesting approval to 

submit a grant application.  He returned to present a complete schedule of owned property.   Mr. Hawkins 

explained how the map was broken out into several categories highlighted in different colors.  This map 

and detail can be found on the Town of Suffield website.   All together there is about 1,250 acres that the 

town owns.  Mr. Hawkins mentioned that the Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) 

grant for $174,000 in regards to 30 acres of open space was awarded.   

 

Discussion/next steps-Fire Trucks-establish subcommittee to work with Treasurer and Bond Counsel:   

Ed O’Hurley, a Fire Commissioner, 18 Cherry Brook Lane, said he understands that the apparatus 

discussion has been going on for years but these manufacturers are going up in price about 5 percent a year.  

If we wait until next year we will lose $200,000.  It is expensive for every year that we delay on purchasing 

the new trucks.  We want to keep prices down as previously seconded by First Selectman Mack.  Mr. 

Richard Ferachi, 200 South Stone Street, is concerned that there has been so much back and forth on the 

apparatus issue and continues to do so.  Even with the approval it could take a couple of years before the 

new truck is delivered due to the design and build process.  The current truck is breaking continually.  

There are several mechanical issues.  It is becoming a safety issue.  It is 25 years old.  The Fire Department 

has maintained it to the best of their ability.  The price of the truck over 25 years is minimal.  There should 

be bonding and other requirements considered.  In 25 years we have proved that we maintain our vehicles 

and it is time to purchase new trucks. Mr. Donnelly stated we will be discussing the fire trucks.  The Board 

needs a subcommittee to discuss how to finance the purchase.  Mr. Harrington asked where the need is, is 

rescue the oldest truck.  Yes but aerial is critical, we cannot get replacement parts on it at this time.  Engine 

repair was moved up by capital expenditures and they decided to replace it sooner than what was 

previously decided.  The primary trucks to be out to bid are the aerial and rescue truck.  Mr. Harrington 

said that he would prefer to write a check out of the general fund or financing instead of bonding.  Mr. 

Anderson said that last year’s leasing numbers were not favorable.  The numbers shown today are more 



reasonable.  The Fire Marshall stated that these numbers are from one company that they frequently do 

business with today.  Mr. Child’s understanding was that they need 10 percent down to purchase a new 

truck.  The combined total amount would be approximately $2,000,000 which would need a $200,000 

deposit.  Mr. Childs said we can pull money from the Capital Non Recurring Expenditure Fund (CNRE) 

any time; we can withdraw the $350,000 that we originally moved there back in for capital.  Mr. Anderson 

said any decision must go to a town meeting.  Mr. Childs said we would go to town meeting to discuss 

financing the whole thing for bonding.  Mr. Donnelly wants us to look at what the options are and what the 

best choice is.  Mr. Donnelly asked who would volunteer to review finances.  Mr. Childs and Mr. 

Harrington volunteered to do the review along with Mrs. Davidson and would report back on December 

12th. Mr. Stevens clarified that we are not deciding to purchase the trucks but what information to take to 

town meeting.   

 

State/Federal Grant Applications-discussion and approval: 

 

a. Assistance to Firefighters Grant/FEMA(Federal Emergency Management Agency)-: 

The Fire Marshall, Michael Thibedeau, was present to request approval of grant.  It is the same grant that 

was proposed last year and the town was not awarded. Grant would allow department to purchase two 

thermal imaging cameras and two multi gas meters.  The Fire Commission has already approved the 

application, all ready to go.  It has a 5 percent matching requirement that will be funded through the current 

year Fire Department budget.   

 

Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve the application process for the Assistance to Firefighters 

Grant/FEMA.  Mr. Harrington seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  

b. Connecticut Brownfield’s Program-Patrick McMahon-EDC Director: 

Mr. McMahon, the Economic Development Director requested the Board approve an application for a 

Brownfield’s program grant.  He noted that the area encompassing the town garage buildings was the site 

of an old town dump and old railroad activities.  The parcel has had three environmental studies, Phase 1, 2 

and 3 completed.  It was noted at present that no active developer is engaged in discussions with the town.    

A portion of the property was landfill and we have cost estimates to remove those materials to go to a 

hazardous dump.  Some of the materials can go to town landfill.  CVS has taken down some old fencing 

and debris in back of their lot.  Suffield Gymnastics Academy and Landfit Warrior is in back but there is 

still more space available.  The Town of Suffield was not awarded the grant to move the garages.  He 

would like to keep requesting the grants so that the state understands that this is a great need.  Mr. 

Anderson asked if the cost of the remediation is not guaranteed what would the price be to guarantee the 

remediation.  Mr. McMahon was not certain which is why they included a 10 percent contingency.   

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to recommend the submission of a grant application to the Department of 

Economic and Community Development for the Remedial Action and Redevelopment Municipal Grant 

Program.  Mr. Anderson seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

c. High Visibility Enforcement Campaign-Police Chief Rick Brown: 

The Police department is asking to participate in seatbelt enforcement.  The campaign includes 100 percent 

reimbursement of salary and benefits.   There is no cost to the town.    The police department can address 

traffic issues with no cost to us.  Mr. Donnelly clarified that they needed to file by October 31st so Mr. 

Donnelly and First Selectman Mack said they could go forward with proposal and get approval after filed.  

If the authorization was not received to file the grant request the town could decline the grant if it was 

awarded. 

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to approve the Click-It or Ticket request for the proposal.  Dr. Huntington 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-1. 

 

Animal Control Department: 

 

a. Approval of creation of two part-time animal control officers:  For the record First Selectman Mack is at 

the CCM conference and is dealing with a family matter.  Mrs. Cerrato explained that we need to reinstate 



personnel for Animal Control.  The department was eliminated during the budget process anticipating an 

agreement with Windsor Locks to handle the Animal Control Services. The Windsor Locks agreement did 

not occur.  We will continue to work with East Granby.  The proposal is that Animal Control will now be 

handled by two part time Animal Control personnel.  This restructure will result in reduced expenses to the 

Town of Suffield.   

 

Mr. Anderson made a motion to create two part-time employees at $17/hour.  Dr. Huntington seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

b. Approval of transfer of salary and employee benefits and other line items from the Selectmen-Contracted 

Services line item: 

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to approve the transfer of funds from Selectman-Contracted Services (0141011-

50310) to Animal Control-Budget (accounts listed on separate sheet) for the amount of $47,657.  Dr. 

Huntington seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Establish a Board Secretary position for Parks and Recreation Commission at the rate of $125 per meeting: 

Mrs. Cerrato explained that the former Full Time Administrative Assistant position was eliminated and the 

minutes have currently been done by contracted services.  Other commissions in town have a paid 

secretary.  This would be a secretary for the Parks and Recreation commission meetings.  The First 

Selectman is trying to standardize the board/commission secretarial services. Mrs. Eccles asked if the cost 

was the same as contracted services.  Mrs. Cerrato stated that the cost would be going from an hourly rate 

to a per meeting rate so it depends upon the meeting.   Mr. Stevens said there is currently no secretary for 

Advisory Commission on Capital Expenditures ACCE.  Mr. Donnelly said ACCE should put a request in 

for a paid secretary. There had been a secretary for a couple of years. 

 

Dr. Huntington made a motion to approve the Board Secretary position for the Parks and Recreation 

Commission.  Mr. Anderson seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 

Director of Finance 

 

a. Budget Highlights: 

Mrs. Cerrato said that first item to review is the revenues.  If we received the airport grant we would be at 

49%, which is similar to last year.  Mrs. Eccles asked if we received the Agri-Science grant, Mrs. Cerrato 

said not as of yet.  Mrs. Eccles asked if prior year taxes are coming in lower.  Mrs. Cerrato said she is 

hoping we will be ok with prior year taxes.  Jill in the tax department has stated we are collecting at a better 

rate since we are online.  Mrs. Davidson said there are several credit card transactions coming in monthly.  

Mrs. Eccles said she is getting through prior years quickly so the number will be different next year.  Mrs. 

Cerrato said we will need to keep an eye on this during budget season.  Mr. Childs asked about if we have 

received any high school construction reimbursement from the State of CT.  Mrs. Cerrato said there is no 

update.  The last report had been a request to reimburse the State of CT for overpayments on the High 

School that would probably be returned to the Town for reimbursement for the Vo-Ag portion of the 

building and a separate grant. Mrs. Cerrato said she will follow up on what we would need to pay for an 

overpayment so they will pay the remainder that they owe us.   Mrs. Eccles asked if it can be put on the 

agenda for December.  Mr. Donnelly agreed. 

 

First Selectman’s update: 

First Selectman Updates to BOF – November 14, 2016 

 Town of Suffield was not awarded the SAFER grant submitted earlier this year.  It would have allowed 

for hiring of one additional firefighter covering salary and benefits for two years. 

 Town of Suffield was awarded a Main Street Investment Fund grant from the Department of Housing for 

Bridge Street Community Center (BSSCC) site enhancements of up to $500,000, including sidewalks, 

driveways, parking, landscaping, playground, etc.  The grant will reduce the amount of the bond for 

BSSCC to $7,900,000.   



 Town of Suffield was awarded 2016 Bulletproof Vest Partnership from the Bureau of Justice Assistance 

to assist in maintaining bulletproof vests.  

 Fiber Project – We are pleased to report that the conduit has been installed and the fiber is about to be 

pulled.  The IT Department is working on the connections to the Town Buildings.  Fiber is likely to be  

up and running by the end of November.  Town buildings and SVAA will be connected, which will 

improve communications among emergency services. Senior Center should realize savings from 

connection to fiber.   

 Timing of Bond issuance – The Town is working with bond counsel to prepare the documentation for the 

$9,000,000 for the roads to go to market in December. 

 Town Engineer and Highway Department completed 19 miles of roads since summer.  

 Broad Brook Brewery – All town approvals obtained; next step is building permits. 

 

 

Mr. Stevens asked about the grant that we have been awarded for Bridge Street School, would that money 

be used for overages.  Mrs. Cerrato said they need to stay at $8,400,000 no matter how that gets funded.  

Mr. Childs said anything we raise is just less that we have to bond.  Mr. Anderson said any overage comes 

back to town or to the capital budget expense.    

 

The Finance Tri-Board meeting is Dec 13th at the Ambulance Building.  Mr. Childs asked if we are going to 

market in the beginning of December for bonding.  Mrs. Cerrato confirmed. 

 

Review OPEB (Other Post Employment Benefits) Trust and CT CNRE:  After FS update 

Mrs. Harrington made a motion requesting that the board adds a review of the OPEB Trust and CT CNRE 

and authorization for rebalance to the agenda.  Mr. Childs seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously which qualifies for a 2/3 vote.  Mr. Childs said that due to GYL Services, our investment 

advisors, moving from Wells Fargo it required a lot of changes to documentation which held up any 

movement of the contributions for FY 2016-2017.  GYL wants to invest and to do a rebalance.  Mr. Childs 

said they were very satisfied with them to date.  OPEB has outperformed this past year.  Capital 

nonrecurring account is up but not doing as well.  $1,700,000 was invested and is currently at around 

$1,735,000.  It took a couple of years to go back up to that point.  This is largely due to the bond 

performance of Templeton Global Bond Fund.  Mr. Childs said we recommended they eliminate 

Templeton Global Bond Fund, in both OPEB and CNRE.   They have provided us with a rebalancing sheet.  

 

Mr. Childs made a motion that we approve the rebalance as proposed by the investment advisor.  Mr. 

Anderson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

At 8:28pm Mr. Huntington made a motion to enter into Executive Session regarding a personnel matter. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Stevens and passed unanimously. 

 

At 8:58pm Mr. Childs made a motion to end the Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 

Huntington and passed unanimously.   

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to reappoint Deb Cerrato as Finance Director for a term ending 9/30/18 with an 

option to be renewed at the end of that term.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Anderson and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to adjourn meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Donnelly and it passed 

unanimously and was adjourned at 9:00pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Melissa Finnigan 

 

 
These minutes are not official until accepted at a subsequent meeting. 

 



Attachment: 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Finance 

Town Hall-September 12, 2016 

 

Members Present:  Justin Donnelly, Eric Harrington, Chris Childs, and Dr. Ann Huntington Members 

Absent:  Ryan Anderson, and Brian Kost.  Alternates Present:  J. Michael Stevens and John Sullivan, 

Alternates Absent:  Tracy Eccles,  

 

Also Present: First Selectman Melissa Mack, Town Treasurer Christine Davidson, Director of Finance 

Deborah Cerrato, Superintendent Karen Berasi. 

 

Chairman Donnelly called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 

Dr. Ann Huntington made a motion for J. Michael Stevens and John Sullivan to be accorded the voting 

rights for the absent Ryan Anderson and Brian Kost. The motion was seconded by Eric Harrington and 

passed unanimously. 

 

Citizen Comment:  None. 

 

Minutes of Regular Meeting, June 13, 2016 and Special Meetings, July 26, 2016 and August 22, 2016 

 

Mr. Childs asked to accept the minutes as written, Mr. Harrington seconded.  

 

Mr. Stevens asked to amend June 13th minutes.  Page 4 of Board packet (page 3 of minutes) in Technology 

Committee Update, change the cost savings for the budgeted “Toughbooks” to $2,000 instead of $18,000. 

 

Mr. Sullivan asked to amend August 22nd, include that John Sullivan absent. 

Mr. Childs made a motion to amend the minutes accordingly and Mr. Harrington seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

Treasurers Report (6-30-16)-Christine Davidson 

 

Presented is the year end of June 30th, Fiscal Year 2015/16.  The Town did get close to $30,000 for the 

general fund investment income amount that was budgeted.  The Town may not meet the $30,000 budgeted 

for Fiscal Year 2016/17 since there was a lot of road money spent for the bonded projects which reduces 

the available funds in the banks to be invested.  Mrs. Davidson has been keeping more money in STIF 

(State Treasurers Investment Fund) which is doing much better for return. The Town is restricted, by State 

Statutes, in what we can put our general fund investments into for the long term.  The STIF account allows 

municipalities to get a more diverse portfolio.  There are some grants that  are deposited automatically into 

that account.  Mr. Childs asked if it comes from First National Bank into STIF or TD Bank.  Mrs. Davidson 

stated that the money is coming from First National Bank most of the time because we have to keep a 

certain amount in the TD Bank accounts to offset fees.   

 

Conservation Commission-Sunrise Park revision of the transfer approved in July-Correction of the account 

number: 

 

Mrs. Cerrato stated that we need to amend the transfer from the Conservation Commission - Park 

Maintenance-Repairs and Maintenance line item instead of the Tools and Equipment line item.  Additional 

funds were added to the budget originally in the Tools & Equipment line item but changed before the 

budget was adopted. Dr. Huntington made a motion that instead of moving $2,894.00 from Conservation 

Park Maintenance-Tools and Equipment as voted on at last meeting, we move from Conservation Park 

Maintenance-Repairs and Maintenance.  Mr. Childs seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

Director of Finance 

 



a. FY 2015-2016-Encumbrance List request 

 

Mrs. Cerrato directed the board to the list of Year end Encumbrances totaling $22,271.00.  The amount for 

FY 14/15 was $40,865.07 so the amount keeps going down.  There were a few requests to have 

encumbrances approved for annual operating costs to carry over but that is not appropriate.  Mr. Childs 

made a motion to approve the encumbrances as listed, Dr. Huntington seconded, passed unanimously. Dr. 

Huntington asked if these were projects that couldn’t be completed before June.  Mrs. Cerrato explained 

that some items, Sunrise Park items, went out to get contract or services at end of June but was not 

completed by end of June so it is included.   

 

b. Preliminary Fund Balance Estimate: 

 

Mrs. Cerrato provided details on the Fund Balance estimate as a revision from the June meeting.  

Approximately 2 million dollars less than June meeting. The revenue was about $902,000 less than 

anticipated for June,  and the expenditures increased $969,000 more than what was estimated for June.  Mr. 

Childs asked for explanation.  The June amounts were estimates on what departments would be spending in 

June.  Mrs. Cerrato stated that we did not actually fall short.  They were just forecasted.  On revenue side, 

through the end of June, the biggest items are the budgeted items for the fund balance of $650,000; we did 

not use this balance, the capital project expenditures reimbursement of difference of that was $636,000, the 

largest part being the Remington Street bridge project.  The auditors will not allow us to record an entry for 

accounts receivable unless we are further into the project.  This will be a timing issue. Mr. Childs stated 

that we will be moving funds once it began.  Mrs. Cerrato stated that was correct.  First Selectman asks 

what “in the project” refers to, and Mrs. Cerrato stated that the project has to be in process enough that we 

could record the receivable.  We can send a request for payment to the state the amount of approximately 

$97,000 for the LoCIP (Local Capital Improvement Program) budgeted in the pavement management 

project this year.  The ECS (Education Cost Sharing) grant down $226,000.  Mr. Donnelly asked if that was 

what we expected.  Mr. Harrington doesn’t recall last year we were short.  Mr. Donnelly stated that the 

state was  making changes continually through  FY15/16.  Mrs. Cerrato stated that the amount of the ECS 

grant was reduced.  Mr. Childs gave an amount of 1.3M as the reduction in Fund Balance and if we remove 

the $226,000 we are at one million or so the 900K is not as large.  Mrs. Cerrato’s estimate is taking into 

account the fund balance budgeted and the other items.  The building department was also down $89,000, 

which is a large drop.  Mr. Childs stated we had Suffield Academy in there again and we are already seeing 

it now.  The building department was waiting on timing for the Suffield Academy project.  Mr. Childs 

asked about the expense side.  Mrs. Cerrato stated the police commission went over budget and they will 

come to October meeting to explain overage after meeting with Board of Selectman.  The Board of 

Selectman issue was with a formula error, in the original budget and paid vacation for an employee that 

left.  Mr. Harrington asked why if we spent $404,000 less why is our fund balance percentage not 17%.  

Mrs. Cerrato stated that percentage was using estimates that didn’t work out.    Mr. Childs is looking at 

2016 budgeted expenses, $55,496, came in 400K better than budget, then why do we have 969K coming in 

on the fund balance spreadsheet.  Mrs. Cerrato stated that the 969K is just the difference than what was 

estimated at June meeting not anything to do with the fund balance estimate Mr. Harrington asked for the 

amount of what else we fell short on when other than the Remington Street Bridge Project reimbursement 

and ECS there are no shortfalls?  Mr. Harrington does not see any other big numbers to offset.  Mrs. 

Cerrato stated she would reconcile the amount of $1,468,989 reported as the amount over/(under) the 

revenue budget and send out to the Board.  Mr. Childs sees a difference in expenses as well.  Mrs. Cerrato 

states that she will reconcile the two reports.  Mr. Childs asked about the 531K expenditure encumbrances.  

Mrs. Cerrato stated that the amount is mostly Board of Education except for  the 22 K just approved by the 

board.  Mr. Childs asked if this will ever come back to us.  Mr. Harrington stated these are numbers that are 

expenses accrued but did not pay and there are purchase orders for these items the money was approved 

last budget.  Mr. Donnelly stated they came from Mr. Hoff in detail.  

 

c. Current Year Budget Recap-compared to Prior Year 

 

Mrs. Cerrato stated that the reports reflect the current years first two months. 

 

First Selectman’s Update: 



 

First Selectman Mack began update with an explanation of some insurance changes.   The town decided not 

to use an independent insurance agency and we will save a total of $31,000.  We had a separate coverage 

for the fire department that was essentially the same as CIRMA, so that policy was discontinued. We 

increased coverage of crime policy using another insurance carrier, Hanover Insurance.  The change gave 

us an annual savings for next year of $1,200.00.  The school security project came in under budget by 

approximately $11,601.11.  Mrs. Berasi stated that it was all done in a timely manner.  Mr. Harrington 

stated that other towns had delays and incompletion.  In July we received a member equity distribution 

check for $23,353 from CIRMA.  Suffield applied for 2 different grants for canal study, we got $40,000 for 

feasibility study and $20,000 was awarded from Suffield Certified Local Government (CLG) grant which 

would be matched by $20,000 from Historic Preservation Technical Assistance grant (HPTAG).  Mr. 

Childs asked if that was to fund enhancement.  The town also received $5,940 for recycle program from 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  Ellington was awarded $450,000 in Small Cities 

CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) funds for its regional housing rehabilitation program 

which Suffield is a member; LMI (Low and Moderate Income) residents of Suffield are eligible to apply for 

housing upgrades, they must apply with the Emergency Aid Association.  The Lode Star contract that has 

been worked on for  most of the year for a virtual net metering agreement has been finalized.  Currently we 

are verifying  that it does not need to go to a town vote.  Suffield will benefit 85% on dollar when we begin, 

and see  some savings in 1st or 2nd quarter of 2017, an overall savings of $1, 460,000 over 20 years.  The 

town negotiated the price down to 11 cents from 12 cents.  First Selectman did ask for apparatus request for 

review for the Fire Commission.  Bond Counsel recommended that we look at the bonding options to 

finance the trucks.  Mrs. Dawson the Town’s bond counsel offered to come and speak to us about the 

bonding.  Tri-Board meeting is Monday Sept 26th at Suffield ambulance building at 7PM.  The meeting will 

be to give a Status of capital projects, we are currently pulling together all money spent on Kent Memorial 

Library to present at the meeting.  Four Seasons, the hydroponic tomatoes farm, are working through their 

issues.  First Selectman Mack will be touring their Wallingford CT. facility.  First Selectman Mack is 

currently in union negotiations for fire, police, town hall and dispatchers.  Mr. Donnelly asked about 

WPCA, Highway and library union negotiations.  First Selectman Mack stated they will be next year.  First 

Selectman Mack stated the Babb’s Beach Dedication Ceremony will be on Sept 16th at the platform at 

12:30pm.  Mr. Harrington asked if the Kent Memorial Library information will be in a line item detail 

format for library.  Mrs. Cerrato stated yes it will.  Mr. Harrington wants to make sure it is the same cost 

we thought for HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning) and PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls).  

Mr. Donnelly asked if you need any additional information for union contract negotiations.  First Selectman 

said any input would be great, Mr. Kost had sent some information to date.  Mr. Harrington asked about the 

sidewalk project to the High School status for completion.  First Selectman Mack stated within a year, they 

are waiting on design approval and would be done in the spring.  Mr. Donnelly complimented her on her 

presentation at 9/11 ceremony.  Mr. Childs asked how far back we are going on library costs and if we 

would start with the roof, Mrs. Cerrato stated yes it will.  Mr. Donnelly stated the town did not contribute 

any money when it was built; it was urban redevelopment money for that strip of land and was intended for 

economic development.   First Selectman reported that we need to move the library to another temporary 

location due to the moving of the remaining offices at Town Hall.  We looked at space in the town but they 

were either cost prohibitive or did not follow standards needed for the town hall offices (Town Clerk) legal 

requirements for vault and location of services.  We looked everywhere including senior center.  We 

received permission to move the Library to the Senior Center temporarily.  This was needed because of the 

state funding that was received to renovate the church to the Senior Center. The First Selectman did not 

want to spend any additional money on swing space.  First Selectman Mack met with the state to let them 

know that we need help with the library and what we have currently invested and the issues are not a fault 

of Town of Suffield.  We may qualify for the Emergency Urban Act grant.  First Selectman Mack wants to 

be able to ask the taxpayers for adequate amount.   

 

At 7:35pm Mr. Childs made a motion that we change next agenda item to reflect the Executive Session for 

the Board of Education before the Executive Session for the Kathie Bond Settlement so that they can go 

into Executive Session to discuss Union Negotiations-Board of Education-Suffield Administrators Group 

with Superintendant Karen Berasi first. Dr. Huntington seconded the motion and passed unanimously.  Dr. 

Huntington made a motion to go into Executive Session; Mr. Childs seconded and the motion passed 



unanimously. Also in attendance at the executive session was First Selectman Melissa M. Mack and 

Director of Finance Deborah Cerrato. 

 

At 7:53 Dr. Huntington made a motion to move the potential approval of the Kathie Bond Settlement until 

after the Executive Session to discuss Terms of Kathie Bond Settlement.  Mr. Childs seconded and motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

At 7:55pm Dr. Huntington made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Terms of Kathie Bond 

Settlement and Mr. Childs seconded the motion and motion passed unanimously.  Also in attendance at the 

executive session was First Selectman Melissa M. Mack and Director of Finance Deborah Cerrato.  

 

At 8:05pm Dr. Huntington made a motion to approve the Kathie Bond settlement consisting of $4,500 

dollars with no letter of recommendation and no rehire on the town side.  Mr. Harrington seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously.   

 

Mr. Childs made a motion to adjourn meeting, Mr. Stevens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously 

and was adjourned at 8:06pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Melissa Finnigan 

 

 


