
SUFFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

 

 

PRESENT:    Glenn Neilson 

Norm John Noble 

Pat Reilly 

Brian Benito 

 

CONSULTANT:   Keith Morris 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER-7:00 P.M. 

 

Acting Chairman Noble called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and Consultant Keith 

Morris read the agenda.  Alternate Brian Benito shall be a voting member in place of 

Commissioner Ray Wilcox who was not present. 

 

PARKS SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

The Parks Superintendent Tom Drakeley presented his report to the Commission.  The 

pravlion is 90% booked on weekends June through August.  A discussion followed on 

lowering the water elevation of White’s Pond with the new outlet structure.  Mr. Drakeley 

stated he consulted with the Town Engineer and will make several modifications to the 

process.  He had to buy a new tire for the truck.  Consultant Morris discussed the planting 

of the tree at the entrance To Stony Brooke Park that the Suffield Garden Club is 

proposing. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING (7:30 P.M.): 

 

Permit # 1646 – Briarwood Homes, Inc. (owner) – 13 Lot Subdivision – Mapleton Ave, 

closest intersection being Lise Circle.  Assessor’s Map 51, Block 42, Lot 23. 

 

Consultant Morris read the legal notice for the public hearing and then updated the 

Commission on this application for a 13-lot subdivision on Mapleton Avenue.  The wetland 

boundary has been approved during a previous application.  Vice Chairman Neilson then 

updated the Commission on the previous history and approvals for the site. 

 

Property owner Elzear Roy of Briarwood Homes and his engineer Nat Sreenath were 

present.  Mr. Sreenath then gave a brief presentation of the project.  The proposal is for 13 

single-family homes.  The storm drainage system is designed for the 50-year storm.  Mr. 

Morris went over the highlights of the Town Engineer’s report.  The Town Engineer 

concluded that the storm drainage system should have no major effect on the existing 

wetlands. 

 

The site will be handled by sanitary sewer with lots five and six having pumped systems.  

Work within uplands is limited to grading within the 50’ upland review area on and 

adjacent to lot 5.  Mr. Roy then explained the erosion controls he plans to have in place to 

prevent impact to the wetlands.  He would also like to fill a small manmade isolated 

wetland, which has limited value.  A report from Professional Soil Scientist John Ianni was 

included in the application submittal.   



Commissioner Benito voiced concerns over the amount of work within the upland review 

area on lot five and the potential for the future filling in of the wetland by the property 

owners.  Consultant Morris explained that in past the Commission has required that 

language be put in the deed for such lots, along with tags on the trees and additional 

plantings within the upland review area to create a vegetative buffer. 

 

Acting Chairman Noble then opened the meeting up to the public. 

 

Mel Chafetz, 803 Mapleton Avenue – had concerns with flooding down along Four Mile 

Brook and if it would be negatively impacted by the project.  Mr. Shreenath explained the 

elevation difference between the work area and the flood plain and stated it would not be 

negatively impacted by the proposed drainage system flows or work. 

 

Karen Rolocut, 32 Farmstead Lane – discussed the planting of additional trees on site.  The 

Commission informed her that this would be a zoning concern. 

 

Consultant Morris then informed the Commission that several abutters had called during 

the day and stated that they were not going to make the hearing due to the anticipated 

weather. 

 

After discussion on this topic, Vice Chairman Neilson made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Reilly, to continue the public hearing until the March 8, 2016 meeting of the 

Commission, at 7:00 P.M.  The motion was made and carried unanimously. 

 

CONSULTANT’S REPORT 

 

Consultant Morris discussed the work on several sites in Town.  He also stated that he is in 

the process of completing the State application for the treatment of White’s Pond with 

copper sulfate this summer. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 9, 2016 MEETING 

 

Commissioner Reilly made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman Neilson, to approve the 

minutes as written.  The motion was made and carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Benito made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Reilly.  The motion was made and carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 

8:20 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Norm John Noble 

 

 

Recording Secretary  


