
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission 

May 19, 2016  

Town Hall second floor Conference Room – 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Members present: Howard Orr, Roger Tracy, Gloria Smith, Susan Thorner, Brian Banak, 

Kate Rietberg                 Absent. Lynda Montefusco 

 

Also present:  EDC Director Patrick McMahon 

                       First Selectman Melissa Mack 

 

Chairman Howard Orr called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

Minutes: Ms. Thorner moved to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2016 meeting; Mr. 

Tracy seconded.   The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Citizen Comment: None 

 

Ffyler Place Redevelopment 

 

Selectman Mack stated that PBC will hire Fuss & O’Neil to evaluate the cost of  possible 

abatement of the Bridge Street School, Town Hall, and the three sheds located on Ffyler 

Place.  The Town is also exploring the idea of paving Ffyler Place. 

 

An RFP is out for engineering design, and the deadline is May 20, to look at the rail line 

for conversion to a multiuse trail.  Another RFP will explore the issues and what the cost 

may be to install a bridge connection from Ffyler Place to Stoney Brook.  

 

The Town is exploring a State Historic grant for $40,000 to examine the Windsor Locks 

Canal and what are the capital needs, including hydropower. 

 

Light Industrial Development  - The additional funding needed for the completion  of the 

utilities expansion was approved by Town Meeting and the completion is projected to be 

complete by the calendar year. 

 

Director’s Report – 

Mr. McMahon reported that the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance have 

approved an application to Main Street Investment Fund for $500,000 for the possible use 

for a driveway for Bridge Street School, a parking lot, sidewalks, playground, etc. This 

application will go to Town Meeting for approval.   

 

 



 

 

 

Suffield received a LOTCIP grant of $355,000 to be used for a multiple use trail 

connecting the schools.  The design and construction take approximately a year.  

 

Mr. Orr noted that work on Hilltop Farm is progressing.  They hope to open the 

Creamery and a Farm Store soon.   

 

Mr. McMahon reported that the bids are in and are in the projected budget for Canal 

Road and they should begin construction this year.  

 

The Chamber of Commerce is having a golfing outing on June 9, and are looking for 

more golfers. 

 

Selectman Mack noted that Babbs Beach will open for swimming in August; after years 

of non use.  There will be a Clean up Day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the beach Saturday, 

May 21, and the Town has funded a lifeguard stand, the road will be fixed, and ADA 

parking spaces will be available.  This is a great event; the reopening of Babbs Beach. 

 

Mr. Tracy said he will go and inspect the Welcome to Suffield Signs and report back to 

the Commission.  Some of the signs will need paint. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary   EDC.MIN.MAY.19.2016 

 

   

 

  


