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Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission 

October 20, 2016  - Town Hall – 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Susan Thorner, Arnie Magid, Kate Rietberg, Roger Tracy, Brian 

Banak                     Absent: Gloria Smith,  Howard Orr, 

Also present:  EDC Director Patrick McMahon, First Selectman Melissa Mack 

 

Acting Chairman Susan Thorner called the meeting to order.  

 

First Selectman Mack’s update:   

 

Four Seasons – Poole Road  

Ms. Mack stated that she and Patrick McMahon toured the Geremia Greenhouse in 

Wallingford.  It was amazing; she has not seen such a meticulous operation of 

greenhouses.  Suffield will be fortunate to have such a business.  After the approval 

process is complete, she will schedule a Town Meeting for the approval of the Farming 

Tax Abatement Ordinance.    

 

The Lodestar Contract (20 year contract, $1,500,000) will require Town Meeting 

approval, and if approved, the contract will not be in effect until 2017.   

 

Tri Board Meeting of BOS, BOF, and Permanent Building Commission, Sept.26. 2016 –

up date: 

 

Roads:  The roads are amazing; approximately 19 miles of roads will have been repaired   

and or reconstructed by the end of next month.  Town Engineer Gerry Turbet and  

Highway Foreman Mark Cervione have worked together to maximize their abilities.    

 

Kent Memorial Library – We are waiting on the abatement cost estimates, and which are 

projected to be in by the end of the year.  The Library (Ffyler Place) will move to the 

Senior Center, January 1, 2017.   We must complete this project.  

 

Town Hall – The appropriation approved by the 2015 Town Meeting, was $5.3 million 

with $4,385,000 authorized for bond issuance.   The original scope was very limited; the 

estimated cost today for that narrow project scope is $6.3 million. Ms. Mack noted that 

the space needs study is approximately ten years old.  She would like a new study; she 

feels that it is very important to house all Town Departments in one building.  It cost 

approximately $80,000 per year to lease property at 230C Mountain Road.  She does not 

believe that the current plan for the Town Hall is the best configuration of the space and 

use.  The renovation plan approved at Town Meeting is not a long term fix and does not  

meet the needs of Suffield. She is willing to go back to the Town and ask for more 

funding to address ongoing needs.   
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Ms. Mack reported that the Town had been awarded a $500,000 Main Street Investment 

Fund grant to do landscape and site work around the outside of the Bridge Street School.   

   

Ms. Mack discussed with the Tri Board and reviewed the Town and Private Investments 

to date.   Ms. Mack felt it was important for everybody to have this data as most likely 

additional funds will be necessary going forward.  She stated that she plans to seek 

assistance from the State through an Emergency Urban Act Grant once we know the 

estimated cost of the required abatement. 

 

Bridge Street School  -    

The bonding has approved a scope of the project; if we expand be yond the scope of the 

approved project, we may have to go back for more funding, via Town Meeting and 

referendum.  We will comply to do what is necessary to complete the project.     

 

Director’s Report 

The Babbs Beach is wonderful; The people are enjoying it.  The next steps will be to 

decide what the plan is for the future. 

 

 Ffyler Place – Mr. McMahon reported that we are going to file an application for a 

Brownfield grant and explore the possibilities for Suffield.    

 

We are continuing with the Trail Study, we did a site walk down to Stoney Brook Bridge.  

It is two miles.   This is just a feasibility study.  We need to know where the trail ends so 

we can use it for a parking lot or emergency entrance./exit. 

 

There will be ribbon cutting ceremonies, Nov. 7 at 4 p.m. for the Suffield Gymnastics 

Academy and at 4:30 p.m., for Bouley Graphics & Embroidery.  

 

Light Industrial –Mr. McMahon reported that the Broad Brook Brewing Company will be 

built in Suffield, once all the approvals are obtained.  Mr. Mance explained the brewing 

process and noted the company needed to expand. This is going to be phenomenal.  It 

will be a great attraction for Suffield.  This will be #Lot 3 in the Industrial Park.  

  

Utilities Extension Project –The project went very well thanks to Gerry Turbet, our Town 

Engineer.  It was a wonderful job, both completed on time and within budget. 

 

Ms. Mack left at 9:20 a.m. 

 

Mr. McMahon thanked the First Suffield National Bank for the Luncheon and all their 

generous support for the Familiarization Tour.   

 

Ms. Thorner moved to approve the September 15 minutes; the motion was seconded and 

the minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.   

Respectfully submitted,    Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary EDC.MIN.Oct.20.2016.KLING 
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Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary                                            EDC.MIN.Oct.20.2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

2 easements for Subvision division/Load 

Accept  preservation lands, 

Next to the Fish Farm,  Lodestar Contract are planned for the next Town Meeting. 

 

Tracy; what if run out of money for bss; 

How much to go to bond; if not town meeting, and then go directly to referendum. I 

Think referendum to would be best;  

 

Babbs people are enjoying, we will be looking to figure out the next step;   

What makes the best sense todo 

 

;  ffyler place to file for a  in a Brownfield Grant,  

Apply until we do get it; have alearated the fed. And state levela that this is the issue. 

 

Trail Study; all the way to SToney Brook.  Two miles   2427 

  

   

 

 


