
 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING  
Agenda 

Bridge Street Community Center (BSCC)  
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

8:00 A.M. Town Hall conference room 
 

1. Call to Order 

Krystal Holmes, Cindy Nicholson (P&R Commission), Brian Casinghino (P&R Commission), 

Donna Blanchette, Joanne Sullivan, Fred Purdue, Denise Nikolis, Anne Borg, Wendy 

LaMontangue (P&R Director), Lauren Life, Patrick McMahon (Economic Development Director), 

Leslie Offenbach (Youth Services Director)  Also in attendance:  Ray Pioggia, Stephanie Dolan 

 

2. Public comment - None 

3. Secretary’s Report – Beth was absent, nothing reported 

4. Correspondence 

a. Thank you notes sent to Wethersfield and Newington. 

5. Old Business: 

a. Review of two site visits 

i. Wethersfield 

ii. Newington 

 Wendy liked seeing the best practices of each facility to understand what is working and 

what isn’t working.  Both Newington and Wethersfield have different levels of staffing 

then Suffield.  A lot happens behind the scenes to make the programs run smoothly.   

 Like the concept of less doors and trying to have one main point of entry versions 

numerous to control the whereabouts of visitors.  Most facilities visited are dated so still 

have key entries, like the idea of using a phobe. 

 Maintenance – Wethersfield had full time and part time staff to help with cleaning and 

also room set-up.  Newington had just part-time help.   

 Discussed teen center of each facility, seemed the open gym was the biggest draw for 

these type of programs.  The hang-out rooms weren’t well utilized.   

o Brian discussed that for BSCC we should be sure to monitor Wifi, put 

limitations on computers, have the right supervisor so the kids will enjoy 

coming, and have monitors checking both inside and outside. 

o Anne discussed if the center needed computers since the library already offered 

that service.  Also since many kids already have their own devices would it be 

needed.  There were varying opinions around the table.  This discussion was 

tabled, to be continued later 

 Fred stated how inviting the Newington Senior Center had felt, good décor, aesthetics, 

lighting, colors etc.  Also discussed utilization of the space.   

o Liked the community concept of a garden club maintaining the décor outside.  

The FOFHA community garden is very successful 

 Thinks it is important that the facility be as versatile has possible so all different types of 

interests and activities can be achieved and more people can see value in attending.   



 Liked having a covered area when people entered the building.  Newington Senior Center 

had a nice drive up canopy. 

 Wethersfield allows alcohol at events, user have to sign an alcohol agreement.  

Newington allows alcohol on a limited basis for special event, they require an outside 

person with liquor permit to distribute.   

o The group touched on the idea of BSCC having alcohol.  Need to discuss with 

town counsel and insurance.  Need to make sure it is appropriate especially since 

the facility will have lots of children and families.  To be discussed further in the 

future.   

 

b. Next site visit to Windsor – Wed. Dec 16 9:30-11:30 

c. Questionnaires – are they working? 

o The questionnaires from the P&R facilities are very helpful and the information 

gathered is good.  The visual checklist hasn’t been as useful but most people are 

just taking notes on the P&R questionnaire.  No need to revise the visual 

checklist. 

d. Review/update of work flow  

i. Google docs – touched on this Krystal needs to get with Lauren to complete. 

e. Donna gave an update regarding PBC.  PBC is in the process of looking at environmental 

engineers for the hazmat remediation of town hall and BSCC.   

f. Fundraising – discussed briefly, need to see if someone is interested in looking at grant 

opportunities.  FOFHA has had a high level of success with multiple fundraising 

initiatives, may be worth asking them a few questions.   

6. New Business:  

a. Should get policies from a  local YMCA to review. 

b. Should visit the Jewish Community Center, it is a successful facility. 

7. Adjourn meet at 9:00 am.   

 
 
 


