
SUFFIELD PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

MONTHLY MEETING 

June 10, 2015 

 

The Suffield Parks & Recreation Commission held its regular meeting on Wednesday, 

June 10, 2015 in the lower level conference room, Town Hall, 83 Mountain Rd., Suffield, 

CT. 

 

ATTENDANCE: ...............................Lou Casinghino, Chairman 

............................................................Cindy Nicholson, Vice Chairman 

............................................................Kerri Milne, Clerk 

………………………………………Leeayn Burke 

............................................................Brian Casinghino 

............................................................David Rusnock 

 

ABSENT…………………………… Amy Egan 

……………………………………… Bill Clark 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: ...............Wendy J. LaMontagne, Director 

............................................................Robert Tatro, CRC  

............................................................Nick Buss  

 

Lou called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT:  None. 

 

MINUTES:  Cindy made a motion to accept the minutes.  Kerri seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous to accept the minutes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  Wendy informed the commission that the wife of former 

commission member, Mike Rocconti, passed away.  Mike contacted Wendy to ask about 

having a memorial tree planted in her memory.  Wendy checked with the 1
st
 Selectman’s 

office on whether or not there is a policy on this.  There is no tree planting policy in town 

but the Selectman’s office is open to this request once more details are gathered.       

Wendy will be in touch with Mike for details on type of tree and location to plant and 

may have the Garden Club involved.   Leeayn suggested a card or donation be made. 

 

PROGRAM REPORTS:   No comments 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Bridge Street School update:  Wendy said the Board of Selectmen held a special 

meeting on May 12
th

 in regard to Bridge Street School.  Lou said that it was not expected.  

The 1
st
 Selectman wanted to have a vote to move the issue to a Town Meeting.  Krystal 

Holmes, Bridge Street Ad Hoc committee member, spoke on why this wasn’t a good way 

to handle the project and that it should be included with the other projects that need to be 
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funded.  The selectmen discussed the issue in depth and voted to let it go to the Finance 

Board. 

 

Leeayn said that quite a few people attended, especially for a meeting that was held at 

such short notice.  There were many comments from the public. 

 

Brian arrived and joined the commission meeting. 

 

Cindy said that the Bridge Street Ad Hoc Committee is meeting to get lists ready to 

network and get the information out. 

 

The commission discussed the meeting, the cost and that Brian would like to see 

something in the motion stating that a provision for possible Town Offices in the building 

be included.   

 

Lou made a motion to move to Babb’s – update. 

 

Babb’s – update:  Wendy said Gerry Crane was contacted by a group to have horseshoe 

pits at the upper part of Babb’s park.  Gerry was unable to attend meeting tonight and 

Robert Tatro and Nick Buss attended to speak about the pits.  The horseshoe pits are 

temporary and can be removed and/or installed easily and quickly.  This would be a way 

to raise money for the CRC.  Robert showed the commission where the pits would be 

located on a map of Babbs. 

 

Wendy and the commission had several questions regarding who would be playing, about 

the horseshoe leagues, liability, insurance, who would do the work, whether CRC is in 

favor of this project, if there is a formal agreement with CRC.  Wendy said that CRC is 

leasing the property so there are many layers to this since they will be constructing on 

town property there are processes in place. 

 

Lou said that the commission would be in favor of this project as long as CRC approves 

this project formally.  Cindy told Nick and Robert to have CRC write up a formal 

approval. 

 

Wendy had several questions for both Robert and Nick and she also had suggestions on 

what should be included in the formal agreement from CRC. 

 

Brian made a motion to support installation of 16 horseshoe pits (8 sets) at the Babbs 

Beach property per the drawings submitted at the meeting tonight, the work to be 

completed by Nick Buss as discussed at the meeting, subject to the insurance 

confirmation, recognizing that the CRC has approved this project.  Wendy added to the 

motion, semi-temporary not permanent.  Kerri seconded and the vote was unanimous.   

 

Sports Programs – sub committee update:  Wendy said that she has been working with 

the sub-committee (Cindy and Leeayn) along with Dan Ledger, parent representative and 
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they have made a lot of progress with the soccer program.  Wendy thanked them for the 

work they have been doing.   

 

Wendy reviewed the changes and improvements based on what was recommended at the 

fall meeting in detail.  Wendy talked about the change to deadlines, increase to late fee, 

changes to the registration form where parents can volunteer, what nights are good for 

parents regarding practices.  The team shirts which they want are more professional. 

Wendy reviewed getting quotes on the Adidas shirt that was recommended and it may not 

be possible for all vendors, she is researching other comparable options to Adidas, which 

may end up at a lower cost.  An Adidas shirt will increase the price of registration but 

Dan said that parents are willing to pay it.  Either way, a better shirt will cause the 

registration price to go up. 

 

Lou questioned sign-ups and the length of time before late fees.  Lou said that he is 

against the early deadline and higher late fee.  The commission discussed the registration 

time line, late fee charge, previous discussions on this subject, why the deadline date was 

set and why there is a late fee, the purchase of shirts timeline and how it affects the 

registration deadline.  The commission also discussed the purchasing of shirts, cost and 

delivery schedule. 

 

The commission discussed the parent coach volunteers and their involvement in the 

program and input into the program, schedules, rules and program changes.  Cindy and 

Wendy discussed the placement of children on teams and that Dan will be responsible for 

coordinating children on teams for specific days for practice.  Cindy and Leeayn said that 

this was discussed in the fall, and the sub-committee was tasked with working with Dan 

and the parents to improve this program.  Cindy and Leeyan said these are suggestions 

from the parents for the commission to approve. 

 

The commission discussed the recommended changes in detail, and what Dan would be 

doing to help parents out if there needs to be a scheduling change, number of children on 

the field per grade, what the parents would like from us, etc. 

 

Lou made a motion that we allow parents to sign-up for Soccer up and until, Monday, 

August 3, without a penalty and after that date a late fee of $20 except for families that 

recently have moved to town.  Kerri seconded, the vote was unanimous. 

 

Wendy said she would email the rules to the commission members for them to review the 

proposed changes and this will be voted on at the next meeting. 

 

Summer Programs:  Wendy said that summer staff orientation and training is scheduled 

for Tuesday and Wednesday of next week and commission members are welcome to 

attend.  Wendy said that we are still taking registrations but Kids Korner needs a boost.  

The staff is still helping parents sign-up on line – parents call with problems and the staff 

is helping them to learn how to use the on-line registration process. 

 

Kerri excused herself from the meeting. 
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Wendy said that there has been vandalism at the hut at Sunrise Park.  Cindy Fisher came 

up with a good idea to buy some plywood and have the highway department board up the 

door and windows after the summer season to help cut down on the vandalism. 

 

Leeyan asked about evaluations for summer staff.  Wendy said that there is a mid-term 

evaluation for staff, so that if they have strengths they are made aware of them and if 

there are weaknesses then they can work on them.  They are basically evaluated daily. At 

the end of the season they are given an evaluation.  Leeyan asked if the final evaluation 

would give some feedback to indicate whether or not they would be re-hired.  Wendy 

said it is a sit down evaluation and written so they would have an idea and everyone 

knows they must re-apply. 

 

Brian said that he would like to start a pick-up summer basketball program for children in 

the middle school.  Brian said that he originally was thinking of having it indoors but 

Wendy suggested using the outdoor courts.  Brian said that it would be one night a week, 

Monday, 6 to 9 p.m.  Wendy thanked Brian for coming up with the idea.  Wendy 

reviewed what it would cost to use the school gyms so the outdoors courts would be 

better.  Wendy will have signs made up for the court indicating it will be for the pick-up 

program.  Wendy said that if the other courts are open then they can be used but one 

court must be left open for the public.  It was discussed to keep it simple with no sign-ups 

or fees since it’s a summer drop in pick-up program and children may not be able to 

commit every week.  A waiver form will need to be completed by parents and a sign in 

sheet nightly for attendance. 

 

Brian would like a reference to the Suffield Travel Basketball.  Brian will be the point 

person as a member of the commission and also a member of the Suffield Travel 

Basketball program.  Brian will write up the details of the program and give to Wendy. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Road Race:   Wendy said the Road Race will be held Saturday, September 12, and 

volunteers are needed.  Wendy also said that donations are needed and asked the 

commission members to help out with this.  

 

Election of Officers:  Dave nominated Lou for Chairman, Leeyan nominated Cindy as 

Vice Chair and Lou nominated Kerri for clerk.  Leeayn made a motion to keep the slate 

of officers as is.  Brian seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Dave made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Brian seconded the 

motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Scheitlin, recording secretary for 

Kerri Milne, Clerk 
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