
Minutes of the Suffield Permanent Building Commission 
 Regular Meeting Thursday August 11, 2016 

  

PBC Members Present: 

Joe Sangiovanni, Chairman 

Glen Neilson, Vice Chairman 
Kevin Goff, member 
Cathie Ellithorpe, member 
Heather Van Deusen, member 
Marty Page, alternate 

Absent:  
Brian Baril, alternate 
Bill Gozzo, member 

John Cloonan, Public Works Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also Present: 
Julie Oakes, Facilities Mgr. 
Ted Flanders, Building Official 

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.  
 
Public Comment:  None 
Public Correspondence:  Mr. Baril has recused himself from any meeting regarding the conceptual estimates since his 
company, EBI, will be bidding on the project. 
 
Minutes:  
A motion was made and seconded to give voting rights to Mr. Page in the absence of Mr. Gozzo. 
 
Mr. Goff made a motion to approve the minutes of July 21 with a correction made on the amount of contingency that the 
First Selectman requested from 10% to 20% on the Bridge Street School Project.   Mr. Page seconded, all in favor.  Motion 
approved unanimously. 
 
 
 
Bridge Street School and Town Hall Project: 
The RFI period has ended for the conceptual estimate bid.  There was only one question asking if the bid opening deadline 
could be extended.  It will remain as planned on August 18

th
.   Ms. Oakes then gave an overview of the bidding process. 

The PBC will meet that night to go over the bids.  The tri-board meeting will take place on September 26.       
 
 
Kent Memorial Library:   
The air balancing of the building is holding up the progress.  All parties involved will meet to discuss the issues at the next 
PBC meeting.  Ms. Oakes will make sure all are available including EBI, the balancers, Main Enterprises and Silver Petrucelli.   
 
Investigation of the ducts revealed closed dampers in the upper level southwest corner.  Duct Diagnostics gave a brief 
report that chunks of concrete were seen in the ducts. They did not clean the ducts near the windows because they were 
not accessible at the time.  It was to be done by the window company.  If the dampers are removed completely it may 
damage the concrete and may not actually change the balance but could cause further damage.  They found some sand in 
the system which implies there are cracks.  The main concern is that there is no as-built plan and they are assuming where 
the trunks are.  There are many theories as to what could be causing the imbalance.   
 
In the historical room, the current occupancy rating takes into consideration the big conference table that could be used as 
a meeting room.  An adjustment could be made for only people in the stack area.  All parties agreed that the drawings may 
not be accurate, that changes to the infrastructure may not help, and that cracks cannot be sealed in damp areas.  There 
was discussion of putting a 1000 lb. unit on the roof to service the areas.  The total flows are within the specification, both 
supply and return.  
 
 In May 2015, the ducts were cleaned to the best of their ability.  The air conditioner was fixed last week and is now at a 
comfortable level.  There was a discussion as to what the architect suggests as a solution.  He suggested a heat pump as a 
possible solution.  Chairman Sangiovanni would like a sketch of the expected trunk lines in the building.  Mr. Neilson 



explained the mod process where Silver Petrucelli would generate a mod and send it to the building official and then it goes 
to the state.  John Tighe is the state mechanical inspector.  If the mod is denied, then what are the options?   
 
The balancing results were analyzed and discussed zone by zone.  The highs and lows were compared in relation to the 
trunk lines feeding them.  It was estimated where there may be debris in the vents.  The front window area has concrete in 
the ducts and needs to be cleaned.  The architect will look at the overall supply/return to see if there is enough air when 
averaged together.  Mr. Page pointed out that on the original library plan it called for 290 cfm vs. the 225 cfm spec today.  
The PCB abatement is on hold while we wait for the pilot test.   
 
The contingency budget is at $1,976.00 
 
Invoices:   
The invoice for Aresco was tabled. 
 
Mr. Goff made a motion to pay $2,200 on invoice #5 to 4 Seasons Property Maintenance for camera inspection of the 
ductwork at KML.  Ms. Ellithorpe seconded, all in favor.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
The invoice for Silver Petrucelli for $1,125.00 for work done at KML was tabled. 
 
 
Other Business:  None 
 
Adjourn:    There was a motion made and seconded to adjourn at 8:08 p.m.  
  
 
Next Meeting Date:    The next meeting of the PBC was tentatively set for August 18 at 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Linda Zaffetti     
Executive Assistant DPW     
 
            *These minutes are not official until accepted at a subsequent PBC meeting.                                              


