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Suffield Zoning Board of Appeals 

November 29, 2016 – Police Station Conference Room  
7 p.m. 

 
Members present: 
Mark Blackaby, Susan Hastings, Renee Pacewicz, John Schwemmer, Rubina Addona, 
Despina Tartsinis                      Absent: William Arendt, Chris Rago 
Also absent: Zoning Enforcement Officer James Taylor 
 
Acting Chairman Mark Blackaby called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  Mr. Blackaby 
asked the recording secretary, Bobbie C. Kling, to read the Suffield Zoning Board of 
Appeals, Public Notice, into the record and noted that the Notice was published by the 
Journal Inquirer, November 18 and Friday November 25, 2016.   
 
Mr. Blackaby designated the voting members:  Schwemmer, Hastings, Addona, 
Blackaby, and Tartsinis.   
 
Public Hearing of #16 17 3 – William A. Wesche’ and Janice B. Wesche,  298 
Thompsonville Road, Suffield, CT  request a side setback variance from the required 
from the 20 feet to 14.5 feet for construction of an additional garage bay. 
 
Mr. Wesche’ stated that an abutter, Mr. Lanier, 310 Thompsonville Road, is not here but 
I have spoken with him and Mr. Lanier does not object to the variance.  After 30 years, of 
accumulation, I need more storage. I have no other location to build a structure that will 
look correct.  I want this addition to look as though it has been there 30 years. One of the 
options is to separate the garage and kept my roof line lower, I would not need a 
variance. 
 
I do not know if I have a hardship under the statue. I need an additional garage bay. 
Mr. Blackaby asked if the current zoning regulations are the same now as then. 
Yes.  
 
Mr. Blackaby asked if the members of the board had any questions. 
Ms. Hastings asked could emergency vehicles get on the property. Yes, absolutely they 
could get back there. 
 
Mr. Blackaby asked when was the house built?  Mr. Wesche’ stated in l987, I am the 
original owner.  I built the house. 
 
Mr. Blackaby stated we have statutory requirement that you can not self create your own 
hardship.  It seems like the hardship is created by the layout of the house. We cannot 
grant a variance if you yourself created the hardship.   
 
If I had the foresight to do this, I would not need the variance. This is about storage. 
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Hearing no further questions, Mr. Blackaby asked if any one present wished to speak in 
favor of the application.  No response.  Mr. Blackaby asked if any one present wished to 
speak against the application.  No response.  
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:21 p.m.   
 
Mr. Schwemmer moved into Deliberations; the motion was seconded, and approved.  The 
meeting entered into Deliberations at 7:25 p.m.  
 
Mr. Blackaby asked for questions from the board: 
 
Mr. Schwemmer: I understand the intent of the owner.  I believe the hardship has to do 
with the lot, not the building. It is clear the desire and need for more storage space, that is 
not a hardship.    
 
Ms. Hastings:  He could build a small shed and get close to the edge of the property.  Do 
we want to have this kind of this addition approved?  
 
Ms. Addona:  I agree the hardship has to be with the lot. I am having a problem with the 
hardship.     
 
Ms. Tartsinis:  A hardship cannot be self made, nor for financial gain. You really do not 
have a hardship; the hardship has to be with the lot.  
 
Mr. Blackaby:   A lesser building would be allowed; but the regulation states the 
exception. The hard ship cannot be self created.   This issue was created by the owner.  
 
Ms. Hastings moved to grant William A. and Janice Wesche’ 298 Thompsonville Road, 
Suffield, CT  a side setback variance from the required 20 feet to 14.5 feet construction of 
an additional garage bay and seconded by Mr. Blackaby,  was denied by unanimous vote, 
due to lack of hardship.   Ms. Kling noted that she would send Mr. Wesche’ a letter 
documenting the decision of the ZBA. 
 
Minutes of July 25, 2016 Meeting: Mr. Schwemmer moved to approve the minutes, the 
motion was seconded.  The motion was approved by 4 affirmative votes; with one 
abstention due to the member not being present at that meeting.  
 
There was no further business.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately  
7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Susan Hastings, Secretary 
 
 
Recording secretary, Bobbie C. Kling 
ZBA.Min.November.29.2016 
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