
Minutes of the Social Services Commission 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Senior Center – 8:30 a.m. 

 

Members present: 

 

Rob Michalman, Marcia Dufore,  Sharon Kozaczka, Faith Roebelen, Bob Brooks, 

Absent: Ruth Clark 

 

Directors present: 

     Paula Pascoe, Denise Winiarski, Janet Frechette, Leslie Offenback 

 

Chairman Michalman called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

 

Citizen Comment: None 

Minutes: Ms. Dufore moved to approve the minutes of the Jan. 8 meeting; Ms. Roebelen 

seconded.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Directors’ Reports 

   Denise Winiarski, Mini Bus Director, distributed her written report.  She noted the 

statistics for December: 602 passengers traveled 6,855 miles, 21 days of service, with an 

average number of passengers per day of 34, and 507.93 gallons of fuel were used.  We 

have completed the first half of the fiscal year within budget and with 25 new applicants 

which about one half are regularly riding. 

  

In January, 475 riders traveled 4,790 miles, 16 days of service, with an average number 

of passengers per day of 30, and 426 gallons of fuel were used.  She noted that medical 

and counseling appointments continue to be the high end of requests.  

 

    Janet Frechette, Director, EAA Services, distributed her written report.  

Approximately 190 applications have been taken so far for the CT Energy Assistance 

Program. Operation Fuel resumed on Dec. 1, 2014. Suffield received a second allocation 

of $3000 as we were nearly at the end of the original $5000. We continue to tap funds 

from Private Fuel for clients in crisis. It has been a difficult time for Meals-on-Wheels; 

the number of meal recipients continues to be higher than normal.  We have added a 

“Route 5” for Wednesdays and Fridays to assist volunteers who are struggling with the 

massive volume of food requiring delivery.  Holiday and snow interruptions have been 

unprecedented this year. She noted that if we maintained our policy of only delivering if 

walkways were clear, there would be no meals program this winter. 

 

Chairman Rob Michalman introduced and welcomed Leslie Offenbach, Youth Services 

Director, to the Commission.  Ms. Offenbach gave a brief summary of her background.  

She distributed a written report which noted how she has spent the majority of her time 

over the past three weeks, meeting people in Suffield, networking with other Youth 

Service Bureaus and trying to gather information about the expectations of her role and 

learning what has been done in the past. She then listed her plan of future actions.  



 

   Paula Pascoe, Director of the Senior Center, distributed her written report.  She 

noted that the new program of soup lunches is going well with the exception of inclement 

weather days.  She has been before ACCE to request $13,000 for kitchen upgrades of 

heat and air conditioning.  She stated she has had a large influx of meeting space 

requests, due probably to the lack of meeting rooms which were displaced by the Library.  

The AARP Tax Assistance program began this month and will run through the end of 

March.   

 

Survey – The Commission recognized  the need to devise a survey of residents’ needs.  

The Commission will review other surveys and will define the populace target and goals 

of the questions.  The Chairman decided that the Commission should hold a special 

meeting; he will set up a meeting for this purpose and advise members of a time. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9: 47 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary   SS.Minutes.February.12.2015   

 


