
Minutes of the Social Services Commission 

April 9, 2015 - Senior Center - 8:30 a.m. 

 

Members present: MaryEllenTunsky,  Ruth Clark, Faith Roebelen, Rob Michalman, Bob 

Brooks, Absent: Marcia Dufore, Sharon Kozaaczka 

 

Directors present: Leslie Offenbach, Janet Frechette, Paula Pascoe 

Absent Denise Winiarski 

 

Chairman Michalman called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. 

He called for Citizen Comment: None 

 

Minutes of the March 12 meeting: Ms. Roebelen moved to approve the minutes, 

Ms. Clark seconded.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Directors' Reports 

Paula Pascoe, Senior Center Director, 

She distributed her written report. She reported that there will be a silk scarf painting 

class scheduled for June 9 at 9:30 a.m. The fee is $32 for the three hour class which 

includes the finished produce and soup lunch. 

 

She is in the process of planning the Annual Volunteer Recognition event which will 

most likely occur in June. 

 

Cameron Sutphin, a singer, will be performing at the Senior Center on August 31 at 6:30 

p.m. for free.  The Senior Center will provide refreshments.   Cameron has performed at 

the Senior Center in the past and wanted to do one last performance in this area before he 

moves away. 

 

July 1 will be our 5th anniversary in this building.  She is contemplating planning a 

commemorative Open House for September. 

 
Leslie Offenback, Youth Services Director,  distributed her written report. She 

has completed her meetings with the administration at all the Suffield Schools.  She is 

now working with the different schools to identify specific ways she can be of service to 

them. Mr. Michalman asked is there a mean girl problem at the schools?  Ms. Offenback 

stated, there is a mean girl/or boy problem at many schools.  The author of the Mean Girl 

book is phenomenal , and I have heard her speak, and I hope to bring her to Suffield to 

speak.  Bullying, that conversation should be discussed with the parents (of bullied and of 

those parents who children are bullies.  What about the legality of the bullying of a child. 

Children deny and the parents believe their child.  It is the responsibility of the schools. 

The Commission discussed this issue; it exists and what is or what should be done.  She 

has interacted with families since the last commission meeting.  She is working with 

Rockville LIST (Local Interagency Service Team) to provide some funding for a family 

in town for a gymnastics program for a son with disabilities. The schools are being 

cooperative. 



 

Janet Frechette, Director Town of Suffield Social Services, distributed her 

written report. Fuel Aid: The State program is still open until 5/11/25 for application with 

electric or gas. Operation Fuel has ended eligibility for persons that still heat with oil or 

propane . This program will end June 3 or when program money is exhausted. 

The Private Fuel is still a resource and the only option currently available for residents 

that heat with oil or propane. 

 

Meals-on-Wheels: The number of people has started to drop off. We have gone back to 

4 delivery routes a day instead of the 5 we instituted this past winter. The MOW 

volunteers are going to CRT on April 22 for a recognition breakfast, Thanks to the 

Suffield Mini Bus, our volunteers will be chauffeured in style. 

 
Salvation Army: We have $4966 for the program year. We continue to utilize this 

resource for appropriate expenses, but we will utilize a good portion of the funding for 

the "Return to School Backpack program in August. The Annual Mail Carriers Food 

Drive is planned for May 9. This is generally the biggest drive of the year. 

 

The JR Board met April 1, 2015. 

 
Chairman 's update - Survey is still an active issue and will be addressed in the future. 

Should we have a volunteer to be in charge of a special meeting? I can not schedule a 

special meeting at this time. We have two more regular meetings before we break for the 

July and August vacation. But the Chairman call a special meeting if necessary. 

 

The meeting was voted adjourn at 9:37 a.m. 

 
Respectfully  submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary,  SS.Minutes.April.9.2015 

Recorded by METunsky. 


