
Minutes of the Social Services Special Meeting 

Sept. 10, 2015 – 5 p.m. – Senior Center 

 

Members present: Faith Roebelen, Ruth Clark, Marcia Dufore, Bob Brooks 

Absent: Maryellen Tunsky, Sharon Kozaczka, Rob Michalman 

 

Directors present: Paula Pascoe, Denise Winiarski, Janet Frechette, Leslie Offenbach 

 

Faith Roebelen called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 

 

At this point, Bob Brooks, Vice Chairman arrived and assumed the chairmanship of the 

meeting. 

 

Directors’ Reports 

          Paula Pascoe, Director of the Senior Center, was present and distributed as her 

written report, the September 2015 issue of Suffield Round About.  This document lists 

the schedules of all different center activities.   She reported that the kitchen has received 

a new convection oven.  The Center will again serve soup and crackers lunch on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays beginning in October.  Ms. Pascoe noted that Home 

Helpers will inspect walkers, wheelchairs and canes to be sure everything is in working 

order on the first Thursday of every month from 12 noon to 1 p.m.  This is a free service 

and one may sign up at the front desk.   

  

            Janet Frechette, Director of the Delivery of Suffield Social Services, EAA,  
was present and distributed her written report.  Fuel Aid:  Applications are now being 

taken for the CT Energy Assistance Program which officially begins November 16.  This 

year the asset limit for homeowners is now $15,000 (formerly $10,000).  The Renter’s 

Program will end Oct. 1 and so far, 82 households have shared awards totaling 

$38,575.24.  This program helps older and disabled renters who have limited incomes.  

Meals-On-Wheels program is going well; we need a few more volunteers to help out 

especially with Route 4 (our over the mountain route).  The EAA will offer SNAP 

assistance to Suffield residents on Wednesday, October 7
th

 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. by 

appointment only.  The EAA is sponsoring this local opportunity for Suffield residents to 

meet with staff from Community Health Services who will provide assistance.   

 

               Denise Winiarski, Director of the Mini Bus, was present and distributed her 

written report.  She reported the passenger statistics for July and August.  During July,  

663  passengers traveled 7,041 miles with an average ridership of 29, during 581 hours of 

service.  During August, 703 passengers traveled 7,055 miles with an average ridership of 

34 during 525 hours of service.    

 

               Leslie Offenbach, Director of Youth Services, was present and distributed her 

written report.  Suffield has a Youth Service Bureau (YSB) and these are mandated by 

Connecticut General Statue 10-19m.   Youth Services Bureaus are established by State 

mandate “for the purposes of evaluation, planning, coordination and implementation of 

services; including prevention and intervention programs for delinquent, pre-delinquent, 



pregnant, parenting, and troubled youth referred to YSB  by schools, police, juvenile 

courts, parents and self referrals.   She noted she will be at Suffield on the Green and will 

be distributing flyers informing residents of the details of the new and various programs 

she has planned for the youth of Suffield.  

 

Unfinished Business:  Mr. Brooks asked the members and directors how they felt about 

the trial meeting time of 5 p.m.  It was not generally favored.  Mr. Brooks will discuss 

this issue with the Chairman Rob Michalman.  The Commission will be kept informed. 

 

Minutes of the June 11 2015 meeting: The minutes were approved by vote as amended by 

the change to “JRB” on page 2. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary  SS.Minutes.Sept.10.2015 


