
Minutes of the Social Services Commission 

November 10, 2016 –Senior Center – 8:30 a.m. 

 

Members present:  Bob Brooks, Ruth Clark, Faith Roebelen, Marcie DuFore, 

MaryEllen Tunsky                                            Absent: Rob Michalman, Sharon Kozaczka 

 

Directors present: Janet Frechette, Paula Pascoe, Leslie Offenbach 

 

Vice Chairman Bob Brooks called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m  

 

Citizen Comment: None 

Minutes – Faith Roebelen moved to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2016 

meeting; the motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Directors’ Reports 

 

Paula Pascoe, Senior Center and Mini Bus Director, distributed her written report; she 

also had sent her report by email to the Commission.  She briefly reviewed the upcoming 

Senior Center Highlights. The Annual Police sponsored Holiday Party is scheduled for 

December 21.   Her report compared the current month Mini Bus statistics to the same 

month, 2015.  It has been noted that over the past five years, there has been a decline in 

ridership.    

 

Janet Frechette, Director, Emergency Aid Association , distributed her written report 

to the members.   

 Fuel Aid – The State’s Energy Assistance Program is open for fuel deliveries as 

of November 11, 2016. So far 65 applications have been submitted.  Like last 

year, the warmer weather, coupled with the lower fuel prices, has been beneficial.  

Due to the surplus of fuel funds left over from last year, residents that are 

reapplying for electric aid this year, will receive an additional allotment of $375. 

* Renter’s Rebate:  This program is now closed for the season and will reopen in 

the spring. Exactly 100 applications were submitted resulting in $45,686.97 in 

monetary benefits to our senior and disabled residents. *  The Food Drive at the 

Polls: We received a “fabulous load of food” both for people and pets. Cash and 

checks totaled nearly $1,306. 

 

Leslie Offenbach, Youth Services Director, distributed her written report to the 

Commission. She reported one new case this month before the Juvenile Review Board. 

The First Selectman reports that the Board of Selectmen is looking into how the JRB can 

be placed in the Town Charter.   

 

The Suffield Local Prevention Council is officially a subcommittee of the Police 

Commission and reports to both Police Commission and Social Service Commission. 

She is in the process of writing up the by-laws.  

 



 

A Public Forum, “Drug Abuse in Suffield:   It’s Here, It’s Real” is scheduled for 

NOVEMBER 17
th

 at 7 p.m. at the Suffield Middle School.  The presenters include: 

 

Emergency Room Dr., Johnson Memorial Johnson Memorial Hospital, 

Member of the Suffield Police Department 

Art Groux Suffield EMS 

Youth Services –overview of ways to get treatment 

Other speakers who are currently in recovery 

 

There will be time for questions and for discussion. 

 

Leslie has attended “Connecticut Prevention Network” annual conference and will be 

training nurses and counselors at Suffield Academy on Question-Persuade-Response 

(QPR), a suicide assessment and response program.   

 

Chairman’s Update – Mr. Brooks noted that there many survey returns in the Town Hall 

mail room.  Members will be informed 1) when and where the surveys will be tallied and 

2) when the results will be reported to the Commission. 

 

Unfinished Business:   

 

The Commission held a long discussion on the subject of Hoarding - what can be done, 

what we are doing and how we can address this issue in Suffield and in other 

municipalities.   

 

The Commission will address the issue of the joint planning of bus trips between the 

Senior Center, Parks & Rec, and the Mini Bus.   

 

These issues will remain on the agenda’s unfinished business 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary   SS.Min.10.2016 

 

 

 

 


